[Validity of antigliadin antibodies in the diagnosis of celiac disease].
Antibodies to gliadin, detected by immunofluorescence (IFL-AGA) and ELISA (ELISA-AGA), have been found in 68 of 71 (96%) sera from children with active celiac disease. AGA of IgA class were confined to celiac disease on normal diet and after gluten challenge, as all the antibodies, found in children on gluten free diet (40%) and in control gastroenterological diseases (20%), were of IgG class. Sera from 175 first-degree relatives of our celiacs were also screened for AGA. IFL-AGA were positive in 13 (7%) and ELISA-AGA in 27 cases (15%). Antibodies were of IgA class in 13 relatives (7%). A celiac's asymptomatic sister, selected for jejunal biopsy only on the basis of IgA AGA positivity, showed subtotal villous atrophy. Although AGA cannot replace jejunal biopsy in the diagnosis of celiac disease, they can be regarded as useful tools in the screening of gluten sensitive enteropathy. Moreover, as a positive IgA AGA test is closely related to the active phases of celiac disease, their research can be useful both to evaluate the effect of gluten free diet and to establish when a new biopsy is appropriate after gluten challenge.